
to the correct grass type can solve
many problems.

Poor soil conditions may also 
create ongoing problems. Lawn 
renovation provides the opportunity
to add better soil. This promotes

deeper grass root systems
and a healthier plant.

Some lawns build
excessive thatch over
time. The thatch build-up
enhances stress, disease

& insect problems. During a renovation
procedure, thatch can be removed,
improving the environment for
healthy grass establishment.

In summary, renovation is often 
the best way to solve persistent lawn
problems. Please consult one of our
turfgrass professionals to maximize
the investment you make and help
ensure satisfying results.

Better.For the good Earth …
Naturally.
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Fall is the best time of year to 
consider lawn renovation. Seeding in
the fall allows young plants to get
started and then mature the following
spring. Grass planted now is much
more likely to endure next season.

There are several reasons
to consider renovating your
lawn:  Over time, many lawns are
invaded by undesirable grass types
and difficult-to-control weeds.
Starting over creates a more consis-
tent base that is easier to manage 
and resists weed invasion.

After a dry Summer, parts of lawns
may die or thin out. This often occurs
because the grass type doesn’t match
the specific environment. Changing 

Benefits of Lawn Renovation
By Bob Kandratavich
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General Manager’s Message
By Tom Shotzbarger

“Plan your work and work your plan.” Can anyone
help me identify the author of that little bit of wisdom?
Although I do not know who wrote it, I firmly believe
in it. I only wish I could say that I always followed this
sage advice.

During July, the Executive Committee of Tomlinson
Bomberger Lawn Care & Landscape met to discuss 
our strategic plan for the business. We believe that
establishing a clear Mission Statement and developing
a written plan for the future will serve to strengthen
our relationships with co-workers and clients. 
Co-workers instead of employees–we desire partners
in our success. Clients instead of customers– we strive
to satisfy your needs, obtain your trust and work for
you year after year.  When we improve our messages
and accomplish clear communications with co-workers
and clients, we will become even more successful.

The basic questions we are exploring relate to 
identity:  Who are we?  What do we offer?  Whom 
do we serve?  What must we do to meet and exceed
the expectations of our clients?  What are our critical
success factors? What are our improvement opportuni-
ties, and what can we realistically accomplish? Rather
than answering these questions only amongst the
members of the Executive Committee, we are eliciting
the help of co-workers and clients. If anyone has input,
I would welcome your calls and the opportunity to 
discuss your ideas.

Native Shrubs to Consider
for Your Landscape
By Don Becker

The first is Sweet Pepperbush or Summersweet, Clethra
alnifolia. This shrub comes in two varieties: ‘Hummingbird’
is a fragrant white flowering dwarf variety with full size 

flowers and ‘Ruby Spice’, the pink
flowering taller variety. ‘Hummingbird’
attains a height of 3 feet and is
compact, where as ‘Ruby Spice’
reaches 6’-8’ tall. Both varieties
bloom in late June through July and
are deciduous. Fall color is yellow.

Clethra has no serious pest or
disease problems and are deer
resistant. Both varieties will grow
best in full sun to part shade and
prefer a moist site, but will tolerate
dry conditions.

The second native shrub is
Virginia Sweetspire or Itea virginica. This shrub has fragrant
long white flowers that bloom in late June with striking red-
purple foliage in the Fall that lasts into Winter. This deciduous
shrub has a weeping habit and can grow to 6 feet tall, but
can easily be maintained at 4 feet. ‘Henry’s Garnet’ is the
variety of choice. For a dwarf form, try ‘Little Henry’ which
can be maintained at 3 feet and is a great variety for a small
space. Itea is a tough plant and adaptable to grow in full sun
to part shade.

Both of these shrubs
have been given the 
Gold Medal Plant Award
designation by the
Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society for their excep-
tional merit in the 
landscape.

Itea virginica
“Little Henry”

Clethra alnifolia
“Ruby Spice”

Tree Care Services
Continue to Grow

We continue to add personnel
and equipment to help you main-
tain and improve the health and
appearance of your trees and
shrubs. Although we have a strong
preference to maintain your trees
through proper pruning, selective
treatments and needed applications,
we are also able to handle removal
of unsafe and undesirable trees.

Another Certified Arborist, Dave
Ryan, has joined our ranks and will
participate in many of your tree
care services. An experienced tree
climber, Dave joins another experi-
enced climber, Ron Lewis, to add
depth to the services we offer. 
We are fully insured to provide 
all of your tree care needs:

• Pruning, Thinning, Trimming,
Shearing & Removal

• Planting, Transplanting &
Mulching

• Diagnosis & Treatment for
insects, mites and diseases

• Spraying, Specialty 
Treatments & Fertilizing



We have recently made some
changes in our office, which include 
a new updated software package that
allows us to better follow and track
our work. Although somewhat time
consuming, the conversion has been
beneficial in permitting us to better
support our clients.

With some personnel changes in our
office, we have an outstanding staff
that will meet or exceed your needs. 

Even though our season has been
busy with the software conversion

and our company’s strong growth,
Tomlinson Bomberger Lawn Care &
Landscape is ready to meet your
lawn, tree, and landscape needs.

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Elizabeth Tomlinson for 
her hard work as our former Office
Manager, and wish her the best in her
new role as Executive Assistant. Beth
has worked for Tomlinson Bomberger
since its inception in her home 21
years ago. She is and will continue to
be an important part of our company.

A drought emergency, the third and most severe stage 
of the three drought declarations, imposes mandatory
restrictions on non-essential water use, and must be
declared by the Governor. In a drought emergency, manda-
tory water-use restrictions include strict limitations on the
watering of lawns, athletic fields, golf courses and the 
washing of automobiles, as well as not serving water in 
eating places unless requested by the customer, and closing
down indoor and outdoor ornamental fountains, waterfalls, 
and ornamental pools unless they are needed to sustain
aquatic life.

Listed below are a few items that are prohibited, as 
well as the exceptions that go along with them according 
to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection. Check out their web site at
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/subject/hotopics/drought/ 
to get a complete listing of drought restriction guidelines
for water management.

DROUGHT EMERGENCY
SYNOPSIS OF 4 Pa Code CHAPTER 119

(as promulgated and effective July 7, 2002)
Nonessential Water Use Restrictions

PROHIBITED - Use of any water for watering grass.

EXCEPTIONS:
1. Newly seeded or sodded grass areas can be watered 
during the hours of 5 p.m. to 9 a.m. by means of a bucket,
can or hand-held hose equipped with an automatic shut-off.

2. Newly seeded or sodded grass areas can be watered 
during the hours of 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. by any means
designed and operated to ensure effective conservation.

3. Water can be used for grub control, not to exceed one
application during the effective period of the Governor’s
emergency proclamation.

PROHIBITED - Use of fresh water for irrigation and 
watering of outdoor gardens, landscaped areas, trees,
shrubs and other outdoor plants.

EXCEPTIONS:
1. Water applied by means of a hand-held hose equipped
with an automatic shut-off nozzle, or an irrigation system
designed and operated to restrict the timing or total 
volume of water and to restrict the application to specific
plantings thereby ensuring effective conservation, when
applied between the hours of 5 p.m. and 9 a.m.

Don’t worry! Lawns that don’t receive the needed amount
of irrigation to sustain continued growth during the summer
period will go dormant. A natural defense mechanism, 
dormancy is not death. After it rains and growing conditions
become favorable again, new growth will sprout from the
stored energy within the plant, and the grass will grow and
turn green. Healthy lawns can remain dormant for many
weeks before requiring water. When a lawn breaks out of
dormancy, examining the grass plants at the soil level will
reveal green shoots.

Shrubs and trees do not handle drought stress as well 
as turf. This opens the door for attack from insects and 
disease, and may cause parts or the entire plant to die.
Prevention is the key in eliminating drought stress problems
in ornamentals. Listed below are some prevention strategies:

Water plants—Follow the DEP guidelines for watering
ornamentals. Most trees and shrubs require 1” of water per
week. A deep infrequent soaking is much more beneficial
than a consistent shallow watering. 

Mulch plants—A hardwood bark mulch properly applied 
at 2”–3” and spread evenly will help to retain soil moisture.
Keep the mulch approximately 6” away from the main trunk.

Plant selection—Select plants that can tolerate drought
stress and be watchful of plants that are drought sensitive,
such as dogwoods, birch and oaks.

DROUGHT EMERGENCY CONTINUES
By Bob Leabhart Co-Worker

Spotlight
There are two primary reasons

people add landscaping to their prop-
erty: to improve the appearance of
their property, and to increase its
value. The initial investment provides
a return of increasing the property
value by 10% to 30%.  

Color and contrast as well as health
and vitality make plant and tree selec-
tion important. Well-designed combi-
nations of trees, shrubs, perennials
and annuals improve your landscape.
It can be as simple as modifying the
existing plantings to enhance your
home’s landscape. Tomlinson
Bomberger Lawn Care & Landscape
has landscape designers on staff, and
professional sales representatives 
willing to assist you in upgrading your
current landscaping.  

Your landscape needs regular care
and maintenance, such as pruning and
treatment of trees, shrubs, and peren-
nials. Proper selection of plants and
trees make this process easy and
affordable. Our designers, certified

arborists and technicians will help you
with your selections. 

Another consideration is how much
shade or sunlight your plants receive
throughout the day. There are certain
types of trees and shrubs that do not
need a lot of water which is also an
important consideration, particularly
under our present drought condition.  

Mulch is an important component
to the maintenance and care of your
current landscape beds because it
helps reduce weeds, retain moisture
and improve the appearance of 
your property.

Properly contoured mulch beds
reduce mowing time and create a
buffer zone for your shrubs.  Also,
creating larger tree rings keeps your
tree trunks and evergreen limbs from
getting hit by the mower.  A distinct
bed edge and quality mulch will
enhance your landscape. A good
design, healthy plants, fresh mulch
and no weeds helps make your 
property more pleasing and inviting. 

Co-Worker Recognitions

Landscape
Improvement
Opportunities
By Mike Miller

Ongoing training programs for 
co-workers are one of the reasons
why people enjoy working for
Tomlinson Bomberger. Listed here
are some who have completed
training classes and the certification
they received from them.

Congratulations to:
Dave Foster – Pennsylvania Certified Pesticide Applicator, Trees & Ornamentals
Charlie Hess – Pennsylvania Certified Pesticide Applicator, Industrial Weed Control
Gary Lockard – Pennsylvania Certified Pesticide Applicator, Lawns
Mike Massimo – ICPI Certified (Interlocking Concrete Pavement Institute)
Andy VanBrookhoven – Pennsylvania Certified Pesticide Applicator, Lawns
Dan White – Pennsylvania Certified Pesticide Applicator, Agricultural Fruit

Office Update
By Donna Miller, Office Manager

Doug Root

With the dedication of
employees such as Doug Root,
Tomlinson Bomberger Lawn 
Care and Landscape continues 
to grow.  Doug, a 13-year veteran
with the company, has played an
important role in that growth. He
has worked in various positions,
and is very skilled at his present
position of Senior Landscape
Maintenance Foreman.

Doug and his wife Debra live
in Lancaster with their 4 year 
old Rottweiler, Salvadore. In his
spare time, Doug enjoys golf,
reading and football.

Doug is known for his attention
to detail in every job he does.
His flexibility with the work
schedules, and one-on-one 
contact with his customers
ensure that he always keeps the
best interests of his customers in
mind when he is assigned a job.

Effective June 14, 2002

Plant Sale
Did you know that Tomlinson Bomberger has a 6-acre nursery? Have you been thinking about changing or

renovating your landscape?  Did you know that “FALL is for Planting” and it is the best time of the year to install new
plants?  Would you be interested in taking advantage of some fantastic pricing for installation of plants for this coming
FALL season? You are just a phone call away from a more beautiful landscape at a very attractive price. 717 399-1991


